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COMMUNICATION 



The European Patent Office herewith transmits 

PI the European search report 

|""| the declaration under Rule 45 EPC 

O the partial European search report under Rule 45 EPC 

the supplementary European search report concerning the international application under Article 1 57(2) €PC 
relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. Copies of the documents cited in the search report are 
enclosed. 



The following specifications given by the applicant have been approved by the Search Division : 

□ Abstract □ Title □ Figure 

n The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to this communication. 

|~| The following figure will be published with the abstract, since the Search Division considers that it better characterises 
the invention than the one indicated by the applicant. 



Figure: 

Additional copy (copies) of the documents cited in the European search report. 



REFUND OF THE SEARCH FEE 

If applicable under Article 10 Rules relating to fees, a separate communication 
from the Receiving Section on the refund of the search fee will be sent later. 
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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits the partial European search report under Rule 46(1) 
EPC relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. 



Copies of the documents cited in the search report are enclosed. 



The applicant's attention is drawn to the following: 



The Search Division informs the applicant that if the European search report is also to cover 
inventions other than the invention first mentioned in the claims, a further search fee must be 
paid for each of these inventions, within ONE MONTH after notification of this communication. 

If the application has been filed up to 30 June 1999, the search fee in force before 01 July 
1999 (EUR 869, — ) or the equivalent applicable on the date of payment is payable. 
This applies also to the search fees requested under Rule 46(1) EPC. 
See also OJ EPO 06/1999, 405. 

□ The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to the 
present communication. 

IS Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is <are) enclosed 
as well. 



Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 

Unless the EPO receives prior instructions to the contrary, the search fee(s) will be debited on 
the last day of the period for payment. For further details see the Arrangements for the automatic 
debiting procedure, Supplement to OJ EPO 02/1999. 
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Application Number 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: 1-2, 26, 27 

Gas generator with two combustion chambers and a 
communication hole, this hole being closed by a metal thin 
plate having a tensile strenght of 15 kg/mm2 or more and a 
thickness of 10 to 200 micrometer. 



2. Claims: 3-6, 26, 27 

Gas generator with a cylindrical housing, and two 
concentrically combustion chambers and a communication hole, 
this hole being closed by a metal thin plate having a 
tensile strenght of 15 kg/mm2 or more and a thickness of 10 
to 200 micrometer. 



3. Claims: 7-14, 26, 27 

Gas generator wherein a flame discharge portion of the 
igniter and the transfer charge face each other at least 
partially, and an area ratio of an area of the flame 
discharge portion to an area of the transfer charge is set 
to 0.005 to 0.3 



4. Claims: 15-18, 26, 27 

Gas generator with a transfer charge of a density in the 
range of 0.1 to 5 g/cm3 



5. Claims: 19-25, 26, 27 

Gas generator with two combustion chambers communicating by 
a hole which is closed by a plurality of metal thin plates 
layered through an adhesive 
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES 



The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims. 

□ Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have 
been paid, namely claim(s): 



□ No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for the first ten claims. 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 
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All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for all claims. 

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
did not invite payment of any additional fee. 

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European 
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the 
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims: 
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None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 
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